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Learning Objectives

• Discuss the CDC recommendations for holiday gatherings

• Describe the current status of vaccine development
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https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6

Global COVID Cases (11/16/2020)

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html


A very successful Virus--
Takes Advantage of Need for Human Bonding

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/individual-states



A Very Successful Virus--
Takes Advantage of Need for Human Bonding

https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/tracker/map/percent-positive



COVID CASES/100,000 – 7d Average

JHU/Wash Post 11/16/20



Don’t Go -
If You Do, Look Into Details

November 16, 2020



Where Are Most Infections Acquired?

Lee et al, Science 23 Oct 2020:

Vol. 370, Issue 6515, pp. 406-407



Youth Is Wasted on the Young (?)
--George Bernard Shaw

Wilson, MMWR Weekly / October 16, 2020 / 69(41);1497–1502



Home for the Holidays - Grandparents Beware

Washington Post

• Voluntary testing

• Some but not all schools

• Will lower but not avoid 

all risk



CDC Recommendations: Holidays

• Limit numbers or keep to your bubble (keep local)

• If community rates increasing - more danger

o Where are your guests coming from?

• Location: outside preferred

• Duration: short

• Mitigation: wear masks (even indoors), social distance (including 
when eating)

o Loud talking, singing as increasing risks

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html


Many Public Health Officials Say CDC 
Recommendations Too Lenient

• Canada—

o Justin Trudeau canceling any in-person gatherings

• “Thanksgiving will be a Superspreader event”

o Dr. William Schaffner, Professor of Vanderbilt University.

▪ “In fact, I’m convinced, just looking at the way our general 

population is currently behaving.”



No Go Recommendations

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html


Considering Risk

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html


PREVENTION
Vaccines and monoclonal antibodies—Some good news



The COVID-19 Vaccine Race

➢ 300 candidate vaccines

➢ 61 in human trials

Vaccines in Phase 3 trials
• Moderna (mRNA)

• BioNTech/Pfizer (mRNA)

• CanSinoBio* (Ad5)

• Gamaleya* (Ad5/Ad26)

• Oxford/AstraZeneca (ChAdOx1)

• Sinovac* (inactivated)

• Wuhan Inst/Sinopharm 
(inactivated)

• Sinopharm* (inactivated)

• Murdoch (BCG vaccine)

• JNJ (Ad26)

• Bharat (inactivated)

All two injections except:

JNJ & CanSinoBio (single injections)

NYT 11/16/2020* Approved for early use in some countries



Bamlanivimab FDA EUA (11/10/20)

• BLAZE-1 RCT, interim analysis

• Mild/moderate COVID-19

• Single dose, 456 non-hospitalized patients

• 1° endpoint, change viral load d11 NOT met

• Approval based on 2° endpoint:

• Hospitalization or ED visit at d28

• 3% vs. 10% placebo

• --Unclear how many ED vs. hospital

NEJM October 28, 2020

Role: (+) SARS-CoV-2, age ≥ 12, high risk for severe COVID-19
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